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BENJAMIN HENDRICK (1730-1818) OF VIRGINIA AND 
. CAROLINA AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDANTS 


Research in “Burned” Southern Counties 
By GeLee Corley Hendrix, C.G. 


The Benjamin Hendrick family presents several problems typical of 
Southern lines. It emerged in a “burned” county, and migrated “backward” 
during the turbulent Revolution. Within the lifetime of one son, the line is 
found in no less than seven states, in fact, in every state along the migration 
path from Virginia to Louisiana. Worse, eight of the sixteen counties through 
which the family moved in those years are “burned” counties. 

This paper has three purposes. First, it proposes the paternity of Ben- 
jamin Hendrick and documents one line of descent through three genera- 
tions, with information on siblings in each generation. Second, it shows the 
types of records which can be found, even for burned counties, to regroup 
families that were only temporarily there. Third, it emphasizes the need to 
conduct exhaustive research even when one has a Bible or other family 
record with specific names and dates, since such records are often copied 
without title pages, ownership information, or other validating evidence. 

The most important principle of research in “burned” county situations is 
one that is commonly called the “vacuum approach.” That is, the genealogist 
“vacuums up” everything that exists on the problem area, wherever it might 
be found. He or she covers not just the individuals of interest but in-laws and 
neighbors as well. Then the researcher must sift through the collected mate- 
rial for fragments of information that fit together to form a logical chain of 
relationships and involvements. Based on the preponderance of evidence, an 
acceptable conclusion can often be reached. 


1 BENJAMIN? HENDRICK (William!) was born on 3 June 1730 in Vir- 
ginia and died 29 April 1818, according to the Hendrick Family Record cre- 
ated by his grandson (hereafter Fam. Rec.).* These traditional dates are 
compatible with the documented details of his life. He was probably born in 
King William Co., Va., along the College Line (land granted by the Crown for 
the support of the College of William and Mary) near the mouth of Herring 


* “Records of the Births, Deaths & Marriages of the Family Relations of John W. & 
Sarah E. Hendrick,” apparently created by John William4 Hendrick (b. 1801, d. aft. 1854); 
seven sheets, undated, penned almost entirely in one hand, covering the Hendrick family, 
1730-1847; the Spencers, 1753-1814; and the Powes, 1771-1818. A photocopy of the original 
has been provided by Beth Trammell, 2900 Aster, Fort Worth TX 76111. This is cited as 
Fam. Rec. See also John W. Hendrick Bible, transcription of photocopy by GeLee C. Hen- 
drix and the transcription by Beth Trammel of the White family 1753-1781. 


44 


1990] 


Creek of Mo 
had been gra 
jamin marrie 
died Dec. 180 
The father 
proposed ide} 
in which Ben 
study of every 
fined a patter 
the decades, 
Lunenburg C 
Co., S.C., befi 
The prope 
William Co., 
patented 98 
Horsepen Br. 
ing transport 
gent, Cavaite, 
{Richmond 1! 
127 [Hendric 
from his neig 
line (Rosalie 
Deeds, Wills ¢ 
Ct. Recs., p. : 
fore Benjami 
of North An 
adjacent lanc 
landmarks (F 
The spars 
Louisa Co., ¢ 
Creek area, ¢ 
1750s (Louis: 
deeds adds t 
Contrary Cre 
Benjamin: 
1743: William J 
nesses were Thc 
Prestwood subs 
drick of Grassy 
17, 321-22; E:2' 
jamin’s neighbc 


Pal 
Bek 
ous . ec 
open com ante 
NG ols 
OO 


Page 1 of 25 


oblems typical of 
srated “backward” 
me son, the line is 
long the migration 
n counties through 
es. 

paternity of Ben- 
vugh three genera- 
cond, it shows the 
sunties, to regroup 
iasizes the need to 
le or other family 
s are often copied 
ting evidence. 
county situations is 
it is, the genealogist 
i, wherever it might 
rest but in-laws and 
the collected mate- 
n a logical chain of 
ance of evidence, an 


3 June 1730 in Vir- 
Family Record cre- 
raditional dates are 
vas probably born in 
ted by the Crown for 
1¢ mouth of Herring 


Xelations of John W. & 
k (b. 1801, d. aft. 1854); 
ng the Hendrick family, 
yhotocopy of the original 
. 76111. This is cited as 
acopy by GeLee C. Hen- 
3-1781. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Hendrix Family 


1990] Hendricks of Virginia 45 


Creek of Mottapony River, where his proposed father, William Hendrick, 
had been granted land. On 16 Oct. 1750, apparently in Hanover Co., Ben- 
jamin married Rachel Graves, who was born 30 Dec. 1734 in Virginia and 
died Dec. 1800 in Anson Co., N.C., or Chesterfield Co., S.C. (Fam. Rec.). 

The father of Benjamin can only be established circumstantially; but his 
proposed identity is based upon a thorough study of the entire neighborhood 
in which Benjamin first emerged in Hanover Co., Va., as well as a similar 
study of every subsequent neighborhood in which he lived. This study has de- 
fined a pattern of migration of several interrelated families that moved, over 
the decades, from King William, to Hanover and Louisa counties; then to 
Lunenburg Co. and adjacent Granville Co., N.C.; and finally to Chesterfield 
Co., S.C., before beginning a new trek westward. 

The proposed father, William Hendrick, is first found in northern King 
William Co., not far from its juncture with Hanover. On 26 April 1712, he 
patented 98 acres in St. John’s Parish, adjacent to the College Line, 
Horsepen Branch, David Bray, Jacob Wolsey, and Benjamin Arnold, claim- 
ing transportation headrights of Philip and Elizabeth -Williams-(Nell M. Nu- 
gent, Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants 
{Richmond 1934-79], hereafter Nugent, 3:74, 76 [Wolsey, Arnold], 77 [Bray], 
127 [Hendrick]). Eighteen years later (21 May 1730) William purchased 
from his neighbor, Henry Fox, gent., some 400 acres across the Hanover Co. 
line (Rosalie E. Davis, Hanover County, Virginia Court Records 1733-1735: 
Deeds, Wills and Inventories [Manchester, Mo., 1979], hereafter Hanover Co. 
Ct. Recs., p. 57). This land, which William acquired less than two weeks be- 
fore Benjamin Hendrick’s birth, lay in the vicinity of Elk and Contrary creeks 
of North Anna River, according to subsequent deeds created by William’s 
adjacent landowners; William’s own deeds do not cite waterways or other 
landmarks (Hanover Co. Ct. Recs. pp. 30 [Harris], 50 [Bibb]). 

The sparse records extant for Hanover Co., and others found in adjacent 
Louisa Co., show the continued presence of the Hendricks in the Contrary 
Creek area, on both sides of the Hanover-Louisa line, through the 1740s and 
1750s (Louisa Co. LR A:68-69, 280-81, 331-32, 368). The following series of 
deeds adds to the chain of circumstantial evidence which links together the 
Contrary Creek Hendricks and supports a presumption of relationship to 
Benjamin: 

1743: William Hendrick of Hanover purchases land from William Monkus of Louisa; wit- 
nesses were Thomas Prestwood, Jr., and Anne and William White (Louisa Co. LR A:68-69). 
Prestwood subsequently appears as a neighbor and associate of Benjamin and William Hen- 
drick of Grassy Creek, Granville Co., N.C. (Granville Co. LR A:54-55, 70-75, 247-48, 316- 


17, 321-22; E:275-76), and various other Prestwoods and Whites routinely appear as Ben- 
jamin’s neighbors in all the North and South Carolina counties in which he resided. More- 
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over, Benjamin’s wife Rachel was the granddaughter of one Unity White, and Benjamin and 
Rachel’s daughter Margaret subsequently married John White (Fam. Rec.). 

1748: William Hendrick, Jr., of Louisa Co. purchased land on south fork of the Contrary, 
adjacent to the land of William Hendrick [Sr.] above; witnesses were John “Kendrick” and 
Benjamin Arnold (Louisa Co. LR A:331-32). Patent records for William Hendrick, Sr., in 
King William identify him as adjacent owner to a larger tract issued to Benjamin Arnold and 
Amold’s transportee, Jacob Wolsey (Nugent 3:127 [Hendrick], 74, 76 [Wolsey, Arnold)). 
1749/50: John “Kendrick” and wife Mary sold land on south fork of Contrary with William 
“Kenrick” and Benjamin Bibb as witnesses (Louisa Co. LR A:368). Bibb also came to the 
Contrary-Elk Creek area from William Hendrick’s neighborhood in St. John’s Parish of 
King William (Hanover Co. Ct. Recs. p. 50). 

1771: Gustavus “Henarick” witnesses the purchase of Contrary Creek land by Jas. Byars, Jr. 
(Louisa Co. LR D 1/2:305-6). A generation earlier (1734) William Hendrick, Sr., had wit- 
nessed the purchase of land by James Byers [Sr.] from John Byers (Hanover Co. Ct. Recs. p. 
50); in 1762 one William Hendrick [Jr.?] had witnessed another land transfer by James Byars 
[Sr.] to his son John Byars (Louisa Co. LR C:168). As shown later, Benjamin Hendrick gave 
the most uncommon name Gustavus to a son born ca.1770. 


The last record conclusively found on William Hendrick, Sr., is dated six 
years after Benjamin’s marriage to the daughter of Henry? Graves (whose in- 
laws had also lived in King William).* A set of 1756 accounts from a neigh- 
borhood store includes Benjamin, William, and a young John Hendrick, to- 
gether with Mary Graves, the widow of Henry (Magazine of Virginia Geneal- 
ogy 24.4[Nov. 1986]:25, 25.1[Feb. 1987]:39-41, 46). No trace has been found 
of the disposition of the property which the aging William would have left in 
Hanover. Under the law of primogeniture then in effect in Virginia, it should 
have passed to his eldest son. 

The Patridge store book of 1756 also indicates that the widowed Mary 
Graves settled her account on 2 Feb. of that year and made no further 
charges. Subsequently, she joined a migration (already begun) of Hendricks, 
Graves, Prestwoods, Allens, Bibbs, and allied families from Hanover and 
Louisa counties to the Grass[y] Creek-Spewmarrow Creek area that strad- 
dled the Virginia-North Carolina border. Mary and her unmarried son Elijah 
appear on the 1764 list of tithables in Virginia’s southside county of Lunen- 
burg (Landon C. Bell, Sunlight on the Southside: Lists of Tithes, Lunenburg 


* Henrys Graves, the father-in-law of Benjamin Hendrick, was a large-scale landowner in 
both Hanover and Louisa cos. who died intestate prior to Dec. 1749. See Nugent, 3:396-98, 
for three grants of Hanover land to Henry Graves in 1731; Hanover Co. Ct. Rec., p. 37, fora 
sale of this land in 1734; and Louisa Co. LR A:368-69, for a partial accounting of Henry’s es- 
late to minors William and Elijah Graves. Henry's land records do not mention landmarks 
other than adjacent landowners; documents later executed by those neighbors identify the 
area as Hinson Creek, some five miles west of the Hendrick land on Elk and Contrary; see 
Chiswell to Chriswell and Chiswell to Clift, 1735, in Hanover Co. Ct. Recs., pp. 37, 67. For 
the ancestry of Henry5 Graves (Ralph4-3, John2, Thomas1), see Virginia M. Meyer and John 
Frederick Dorman, Adventurers of Purse and Person... , 3rd ed. (Richmond 1987), pp. 222- 
23, 330-31. 
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County, Virginia, 1748-1783 [1931; rpt. Baltimore 1974] p. 246; Lunenburg 
Co. LR 9:90). Further down Grassy Creek, on the North Carolina side of the 
colony line, her sons Henry, Jr., William, and John Williams Graves appear in 
Granville land records as early as 1761, with Benjamin “Kendrick” as their 
sometime witness (Granville Co. LR E:12, 58-59). 

Possibly using funds from a parental inheritance, Benjamin Hendrick of 
Hanover Co., Va., bought his first land on 10 Feb. 1761, paying £35 for 360 
acres on Granville’s Grassy Creek (Granville Co. LR D:304-5), not far from 
the land which William Hendrick’s friend, Thomas Prestwood, had settled 
before 1748 (Granville Co. LR E:275-76) and that which John Lawrence had 
purchased in 1751 with one William Hendricks as witness (Granville Co. LR 
A:515-16). Benjamin seems to have remained in this neighborhood for a 
decade before again uprooting his family. 

On 30 Nov. 1772, Benjamin bought land in the old Cheraws District of 
South Carolina (the present “burned” county of Chesterfield) according to a 
later deed filed in Charleston, which recites a chain of title that includes 
Benjamin (Charleston Co. LR 1-5:161-64). Throughout most of the Revolu- 
tionary War, Benjamin remained there, the only Hendrick appearing on the 
list of property owners aged 21 or older who served as jurors in Cheraw Dis- 
trict (GeLee C. Hendrix and Morn McK. Lindsay, The Jury Lists of South 
Carolina, 1778-1779 [Greenville, S.C., 1975] p. 42). 

The jury service qualifies Benjamin as a patriot under the guidelines of the 
DAR. There is evidence of military service also, although (as frequently 
happens) it cannot be found by merely searching records for his name. 
There is no indication that he later presented an indent for payment as a 
militiaman. He left South Carolina prior to the 12 March 1783 ordinance for 
presenting the indents; and the final deadline for presentation was 1 Oct. 
1785, prior to his return to South Carolina (Judith M. Brimelow, Accounts 
Audited of Claims Growing Out of the Revolution in South Carolina [pamphlet 
accompanying S.C. Archives Microcopy No. 8, Columbia, S.C., 1985]). Nor 
can we find a record of his filing for a pension from the federal government 
for military action. For evidence of his activities during the war years, it is 
necessary to search out and examine similar records created by those who 
were his known associates and neighbors during and after the war. 

Most helpful is the pension application (No. S-5533, National Archives) of 
Daniel Hicks of the Cheraws who, like Benjamin, removed to Mecklenburg 
(old Lunenburg) Co., Va., during the last years of the war. According to 
Hicks, he served in the militia company of Benjamin Hendrick, who had been 
elected captain by his corps of twenty to thirty men. Around 1781-82, Cap- 
tain Benjamin Hendrick and other neighbors fled Chesterfield with their 
families, when area Tories began burning homes and committing atrocities 
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to the person of the patriots. The Hendrick and Hicks families sojourned in 
the area of Benjamin’s former home, Granville’s Grassy Creek, then moved a 
short distance across the state line to Mecklenburg Co. (cut from Lunenburg 
in 1765) where Rachel’s brother Elijah Graves had settled with their mother 
before 1761. i 

On 11 Aug. 1783, Benjamin purchased from his brother-in-law Elijah 
Graves the 367 acres of land that had been variously accumulated by the 
widowed Mary Graves (Lunenburg Co. LR 9:90; Mecklenburg Co. LR 2:241, 
3:42-48, 6:292). Some two weeks later, Benjamin sold his South Carolina 
land. The latter deed, written on 27 Aug. 1783, stated that Benjamin Hen- 
drick of Mecklenburg thereby sold to Alexander Outlaw of Washington Co., 
Va., 300 acres on Thompson’s Creek in Cheraw District, S.C. Within six 
months, Outlaw had reconveyed the property to one Calvin Spencer 
(Charleston Co. LR I-5:164-65). Spencer, who had moved from Connecticut 
to South Carolina shortly before the Revolutionary War, subsequently be- 
came the grandfather-in-law of Benjamin’s son David (Revolutionary Pen- 
sion Application of “Calvin Spencer, S.C., came from Ct., Rebecca S. Powe, 
former wid.,” W21983; TAG 29:181-83). 

The Hendricks did not stay long in Mecklenburg. Benjamin and his son 
Gustavus (aged 16-21) were taxed together in that county in 1787 (Netti 
Schreiner-Yantis and Florene S. Love, The 1787 Census of Virginia, 3 vols. 
(Springfield, Va., 1987] 1:573). But in 1788, apparently, the family quit Vir- 
ginia once more, selling the Graves family land on 14 April to Thomas Cul- 
breath (Mecklenburg Co. LR 7:274). 

In the years that followed, Benjamin and Gustavus bounced in and out of 
the records of both Carolinas. In 1790, Benjamin appears as a head-of- 
household on no census but may have been one of the adult males enumer- 
ated in a household credited to Gustavus Hendrick in Anson Co.,'N.C., six 
houses from the residence of Benjamin’s son-in-law, John White (Heads of 
Families ... of the United States ... 1790: North Carolina [Washington 1908}). 
By 1800 both he and his son Gustavus had returned to Chesterfield Co. One 
of the few surviving deeds for Chesterfield (a privately preserved document) 
indicates that on 3 Nov. 1800, Benjamin purchased from Gustavus 115 acres 
of the latter’s tract of 264 on the south side of Thompson Creek, adjoining his 
sons John Williams and Asa; witnesses to the transaction were Asa and Ben- 
jamin’s third son David (South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral Research, 
hereafter S.C. Mag. Anc. Res., 12[1984]:63-67). 

The 1800 enumeration of Chesterfield (official census date: first Monday 
in August) enumerates only Benjamin as a male past the age of 45, with four 
slaves and no other residents in his household. Sixteen dwellings away ap- 
peared his wife’s kinsman, Robert Graves (1800 Chesterfield p. 108-b). 
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In Dec. 1800, on a day not specifically given in the family record, Rachel 
(Graves) Hendrick died. Benjamin is enumerated in the census of Chester- 
field in 1810 (p. 286), some 13-15 houses from the families of Asa, Thomas, 
and John Williams Hendrick. Benjamin, his age given in a newspaper notice 
as 86, married in Sept. 1816 Sarah Smith, aged 66, widow of Robert Smith of 
Anson Co., N.C. (Anson Co. LR 3:250-51; Brent Holcomb, Mamiage, Death, 
and Estate Notices from Georgetown, S.C. Newspapers 1791-1861 [Easley, S.C., 
1979] p. 38). Benjamin died 29 April 1818. 


Known children (HENDRICK) of Benjamin? and Rachel (Graves): 

i JOHN WILLIAMS? b. ca.1751-55 (1790 S.C. cens., Cheraw Dist., p. 49; 1800 cens., 
Chesterfield Co., S.C, p. 103), prob. in Virginia where his parents then 
resided; last found on 5 June 1816, Wayne Co., Miss., where he entered a tract 
of public land (Marilyn D. Hahn, Old St. Stephen’s Land Office Records & 
American State Papers, Public Lands, Vol. I, 1768-1888 [Easley, S.C., 1983}, 
hereafter St. Stephen’s Land Off., p. 22). Note the given name Williams, 
rather than William; this name also appears among the previously mentioned 
brothers of Rachel (Graves) Hendrick. 

ii Asa b. Va. ca.1750-55 (1790 S.C. cens., Cheraw, p. 49; 1800 Chesterfield, p. 103; 
1810 Chesterfield, p. 186); n.f.r.; presumed to have died in Chesterfield. 

iii MARGARET b. Va. ca.1755; m. Feb. 1775 JOHN WHITE, b. soon aft. 1755 (Fam. 
Rec.; 1790 N.C. cens., Anson Co., p. 36; 1800 Chesterfield, p. 107); n.f.r. 

iv GUSTAVUS b. ca.1766-71 (1787 Mecklenburg Tax List; 1800 Chesterfield cens. p. 
103b), prob. b. in Granville where his father then owned land, d. 1810 Anson 
Co., N.C. (will dated 11 July 1810, proved 1810, Anson Co. Wills, Box C.R. 
005.801.10, N.C. State Archives}; m. ca.1790 PHARABE ——, who is mentioned 
in his will. 

2 v David b. 25 March 1772; m. PHOEBE MARTIN. 


2 DAVID? HENDRICK (Benjamin?, William) was born in Granville Co., 
N.C., on 25 March 1772 (Fam. Rec.; 1850 fed. cens., Union Parish, La., p. 
381, #497/497) near Granville’s boundary line with Virginia. He died after 8 
March 1852 (Succession of Phoebe Hendrick [see below]) and apparently be- 
fore the 1860 census. He married on 10 Oct. 1798 (Fam. Rec.), in Chester- 
field Co., Cheraw Dist., S.C. PHOEBE MARTIN, who was born in the 
Cheraws in Sept. 1778 (Fam. Rec.) and died in Union Parish on 8 March 
1852 (Succ. of Phoebe Hendrick). 

David first surfaces as an adult in South Carolina in 1794 and 1795, when 
906 acres of Chesterfield land were surveyed in his name. Some 500 acres, 
however, he let lapse to his brother Asa in 1797 (S.C. State Plats, Bks. 29:243- 
44, 36:35). One of his tracts bordered the North Carolina state line; the oth- 
ers were nearby. Again, because of Chesterfield’s record destruction, the 
date and circumstances of David’s disposal of this land are unknown. How- 
ever, a subsequent deed (privately preserved) that was executed by parties of 
no known connection to this family includes in its chain of title the informa- 
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tion that David had disposed of the land by 18 July 1816, the date upon which 
one John Derden sold it to a James Fields (S.C. Mag. Anc. Res. 12:63-67). 

Between 11 May 1803 and 1810, David Hendrick moved his family to the 
now-burned county of Baldwin in Georgia. The period of the move is fixed 
by two pieces of information. Under Georgia’s first land lottery act (11 May 
1803), all free white males over twenty one (and certain others) who resided 
in the state by that date were eligible to register for the lottery (Augustin S. 
Clayton,.4 Compilation of the Laws of the State of Georgia [Augusta 1813] pp. 
103-4, 131). David does not appear on the lottery lists. Although there are 
no extant censuses for Georgia in 1810, David can be placed that year in 
Captain Hill’s militia district, as a trustee of Fishing Creek Meeting House, 
through the surviving state-level copies of the Baldwin tax roll, maintained in 
the Georgia State Archives in Atlanta. 

Within the next two years, David moved his family at least three times. 
First appearing briefly in the adjacent county of Jones (cut from Baldwin in 
1807), David purchased a tract on 15 Feb. 1816 from Micklebury Ferrell but 
resold the land on 13 Jan. 1817 (Jones Co. LR L:144-47). Shortly after, he 
moved his family again — and yet again to a county that is now burned, 
Conecuh in south Alabama. His daughter Maria Louisa, whose birthdate 
appears as 7 Feb. 1818 in Fam. Rec., is attributed an Alabama birthplace on 
the 1850 census (Union Parish, La., p. 381, #498/498). 

According to federal land records in the National Archives, in Jan. 1819 he 
appeared at the office of federal land register and receiver in Cahaba, Dallas 
Co., Alabama Territory, to purchase a tract of raw public land in Conecuh’s 
Township 10, range 15 east (presently Butler Co., also burned). Apparently 
the land was not to his liking; five months later (8 May 1819) he entered a 
new tract some 35 miles due southwest (T6 R9), but still in Conecuh (Marilyn 
D. Hahn, Old Cahaba Land Office Records & Military Warrants, 1817-1853, 
rev. ed. [Easley, S.C., 1986] p. 24). 

Two other records document the family’s residence in Conecuh: a census 
and church minutes. Although most of the 1820 federal enumeration of Al- 
abama was destroyed, Conecuh is among the nine counties for which a state- 
level copy is extant. David Hendrick, with 3 white males under 21, 1 white 
female over 21, 3 white females under 21, and 8 slaves, is enumerated on the 
first page of that listing (Alabama Historical Quarterly 6[1935):346). 

On 22 June 1822, Brother David Hendrix and wife Phebe were received 
into the Belleville Baptist Church and they appear to have led quiet lives for 
some time thereafter. In May 1826, however, they were brought before the 
church committee on three charges stemming from their efforts to help a 
married daughter: “ist for using there influence in keeping there daughter in 
a state of seperation from her husband; 2nd for making an attempt to obtain 
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a divorce for his daughter; 3rd for unnecessarily dressing his daughter and 
sending her out of the state.” According to the church minutes, “the proofs 
and Arguments were heard in each respective case... and the yeas and naes 
in each case... were taken; the yeas over the majority largely in favor of 
Brother and Sister Hendrick so the case is now on a refference.” The fol- 
lowing November, Brother and Sister Hendrick requested letters of dismis- 
sion from Belleville, and the letters were granted (Belleville Bapt. Ch. Min- 
utes, pp. 18, 30, 37, at Samford Univ. Archives, Birmingham). No corre- 
sponding record appears among the acts of the state legislature, through 
which divorces had to be obtained in that period. However, David and 
Phoebe’s eldest daughter Elisabeth married in Hinds Co., Miss., in 1833 un- 
der the surname Manning (Hinds Co. Marr. Bk. 1:260). At the time her 
marital troubles surfaced in extant Conecuh records, she was only sixteen. 

It is probable that David and Phoebe sent their daughter to their oldest 
son, John W. Hendrick, who had removed by that time to Mississippi.* In 
1832 David first appears in Hinds Co. deed records, when he purchased from 
John W. Hendricks [sic] and his wife Sarah E., for $55, a tract of 39.5 acres, 
which, in that era, was a subsistence-level “family sized farm” for a man with 
one or two sons or a minimum number of field hands. Neither family re- 
mained in Hinds, however. On 13 Sept. 1839, David executed a deed “for 
natural love and affection for his son John W. Hendrick now of Wayne Co. 
[burned], Mississippi,” granting him a fourteen-year-old Negro boy named 
Howard, a slave for life (Hinds Co. LR 2:478). By 1850, the elder Hendrick 
had removed to Louisiana. Census enumerators that year found David, now 
77 but termed a “farmer” worth $300, and his 72-year-old wife Phoebe, 
sharing the home of their daughter Elizabeth and her third husband, John 
Odom, in Union Parish (p. 381, #497). 

On 5 Sept. 1854, John W. Hendrick of Jackson Parish, La., filed a petition 
stating his mother, Phoebe Hendrick, died on 8 March 1852, intestate, at the 
residence of her husband David Hendrick in Union Parish, leaving heirs of 
her marriage to David Hendrick: John W. Hendrick; Harriett Ann Hendrick, 
daughter of David Hendrick, Jr., dec’d., now wife of J.G. [sic] Kelly of Texas; 
Elizabeth Hendrick, wife of John Odom; Martin Hendrick; Harriett Ann 
Hendrick, wife of James F. Jones; and Maria Louisa Hendrick, wife of B.B. 


* It seems likely that David, Sr., also resided in Wayne Co., Miss., briefly between his resi- 
dences in Conecuh and Hinds. The minutes of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Bucabunna, 
Wayne Co., indicate that one David Hendrick was received by letter in Feb. 1827 and dis- 
missed by letter 5 Dec. 1829; see Mississippi Genealogical Exchange 19(Fall 1973):92, 
19(Winter 1973):125. David’s brother John Williams Hendrick entered land in Wayne (T7 
RSW, along the Alabama line) on 5 June 1816 (St. Stephens Land Off. p. 22); and one Mary 
Hendrick appears in the Bucabunna church minutes, received by letter on May 1817. 
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West, all residents of Union Parish. Harriett Ann Hendrick, wife of James E. 
[sic] Jones, Mirah Louisa Hendrick, wife of Benjamin B. West, and Elizabeth 
Hendrick, wife of John Odom, filed an answer on the following 14 Nov., with 
the same list of heirs except that the husband of David Hendrick, Jr.’s daugh- 
ter Harriett Ann was given as William G. Kelly. A compromise was filed on 
19 April 1855 (Succession of Phoebe Hendrick, Union Parish Misc. Succ. Bk. 
A-2:100-2). 


Children (HENDRICK) of David? and Phoebe (Martin): 


i BENJAMIN S.4 b. 30 Oct. 1799, d. 29 April 1804 (Fam. Rec.). 

3 it JOHN WILLIAM b. 12 Oct. 1801; m. SARAH ELIZABETH POWE. 

iii DAviD b. Chesterfield Co., S.C., 27 Feb. 1804, d. Hinds Co., Miss., 24 June 1830 
(Fam. Rec.); wife unknown. Had issue Harriet Ann (or Harriet Elizabeth) Hen- 
drick who m. William G. (or J.G.) Kelly of Texas, both named in the previously 
cited succession of Phoebe (Martin) Hendrick. On 15 May 1839, in Hinds Co., 
David Hendrick, Sr., made a donation of a three-year-old slave child, Jane, to 
“my granddaughter ... Harriett Elizabeth Hendrick, daughter of David Hen- 
drick, Jr. Decd.” (Union Parish, La., LR A:225). 

iv ELISABETH b. Ga. (1850 cens.), prob. Baldwin Co. where her father was a church 
trustee in 1810, 13 Jan. 1808 (Fam. Rec.), d. prob. Union Parish, La., aft. 1854 
(Succ. of Phoebe Hendrick); m. (1) —- MANNING, whom she apparently di- 
vorced; (2) WILLIAM LAWHORN, whom she m. Hinds Co., Miss., 8 May 1833, 
as Elisabeth Manning (Hinds Co. Marr. Bk. 1:260); he d. Hinds Co. 1836 
(Hinds Co. Will Bk. 1:67); she m. (3) Hinds Co. 7 Sept. 1837 JOHN ODOM 
(Hinds Co. Marr. Bk. 11:59), who was b. Miss. ca.1812 and d. aft. the 1850 fed- 
eral census (1850 Union Parish cens. p. 381, #496/496). 

ELIZa b. 16 July 1810, d. prob. Baldwin Co., Ga., 4 Nov. 1814 (Fam. Rec.). 

MARTIN b. prob. Baldwin Co. 3 Jan. 1812 (Fam. Rec.), d. Union Parish, La., 23 
April 1884; m. Union Parish 8 June 1841, NANCY JANE RALEY (Union Parish 
Marr. Bk. M:14), who was b. 8 Oct. 1824 and d. 31 Jan. 1897.* 

vii HARRIET ANN b. prob. Baldwin Co. 8 Sept. 1814 (Fam. Rec.), d. Union Parish, 

La., 14 Oct 1883 (Fam. Rec.); m. (1) Hinds Co., Miss., 16 Sept. 1832, STANCIL 
L. WALKER (Hinds Co. Marr. Bk. 11:218), by whom she had one dau. b. 1837; 
m. (2) ca.1839-40 JAMES E. JONES, who was b. S.C. ca.1812, by whom she had 
several children (1850 Union Parish, La., cens. p. 393, #669). 

viii MARIA Louisa b. prob. Conecuh Co., Ala., 7 Feb. 1818 (Fam. Rec.), d. aft. 14 
Nov. 1854 (Succ. of Phoebe Hendrick); m. (1) Hinds Co., Miss., 3 April 1838, 
JOHN W. Pope (Hinds. Co. Marr. Bk. I]:106), div. Union Parish, La., 14 March 
1848 (Union Parish Misc. Bk. A-2:438); m. (2) Dr. BENJAMIN B. WEST, as 
whose wife she appears in the 1850 Union Parish Census (p. 382, #498); a 
record of the West marriage has not been found. 


3 JOHN WILLIAM* HENDRICK (David>, Benjamin”, William) was born 
on 12 Oct. 1801 (Fam. Rec.), undoubtedly in Chesterfield Co., $.C., on the 


fot 


a < 


* Fam. Rec. of John W. Hendrick; and Cuba Dean Family Bible Record. The latter is 
owned by John Dean of Titusville, Fla.; a copy has been provided by F.P. Dean, 140 9th Av- 
enue, Nederland TX 77627. Cuba, who died in 1929, was a child of Martin and Nancy 
(Raley) Hendrick; the record provides dates for her parents and siblings. 
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land granted to his father; died between the 1860 census and an 1865 tax list, 
probably in the then-adjacent and now-burned parish of Jackson. He mar- 
ried on 17 July 1825 SARAH ELIZABETH POWE (Fam. Rec.), probably in 
the now-burned county of Wayne where Sarah’s father had entered land on 6 
Sept. 1811 (St. Stephen’s Land Off. p. 12). Sarah was the daughter of 
Alexander Powe and wife Eliza® Spencer (Calvin, Samuel", Isaac?, Samuel?, 
Gerard! of Haddam, Conn. [Fam. Rec. and TAG 29:181-83]), who had re- 
moved from Chesterfield Co. to Wayne. 

John William’s first known appearance in extant legal records is his 1832 
sale of Hinds Co., Miss., land to his father David. As previously cited, he had 
returned to Wayne by 13 Sept. 1839, when his father made a deed of gift to 
him. From there, he joined the rest of the family in their migration to Union 
Parish, La., where, beginning in 1848, he executed a number of sales and pur- 
chases of land, including a deed of part of his land to Pilgram’s [sic] Rest 
Church (Union Parish LR A:169, 172; C:49, 241, 256-57; D:158, 322; G:160). 
The family is enumerated on the 1850 census amid the closely clustered 
households of David, Sr., and his offspring (Union Parish, dwellings 496-500). 
Moving to nearby Jackson Parish between 1850 and 1854, John W. is env- 
merated on the 1860 census of Jackson (Vienna P.O., p. 357); but he does 
not appear on the 1865 list of Jackson Parish taxpayers, charged with a fed- 
eral assessment to help pay Civil War costs (The Civil War Tax in Louisiana: 
1865 [1892; rpt. New Orleans 1975] pp. 77-81). 

Children (HENDRICK) of John William’ and Sarah Elizabeth (Powe) (from Fam. 
Rec. and 1850 Union Parish cens. p. 381, unless otherwise cited): 


i JAMES MELTON® b. Miss. 11 May 1823. 
ii ELIZA PHEBE b. Miss. 15 Sept. 1825; m. Union Parish, La., 7 March 1845, 
THOMPSON Woop (Fam. Rec.; Union Parish Marr. Bk. M:38). 
iii CAROLINE LEVANA b. 6 Feb. 1829, d. 24 Aug. 1830. 
iv HARRIET ANN b. Miss. 9 July 1831, d. 14 Oct. 1833. 
y REBECCA ELMIRA b. Miss. 12 Nov. 1834. 
vi MARY ANN b. Miss. 11 Dec. 1836, the only survivor of twin sisters. 
vii twin b. 11 Dec. 1836, d.y. 
viii VIRGINIA b. Miss. 2 March 1839. 
ix DAVID ALEXANDER b. Miss. 23 April 1841. 
x SARAH JANE b. La. 22 Jan. 1845. 
xi OLIVIA b. La. 8 March 1847, not in 1850 fed. cens., taken 31 Aug. 


The author would like to acknowledge her appreciation to Virginia Castleton Widenmyer of 
Boca Raton, Fla., who commissioned this research, for permission to publish this case study; 
and the assistance of Sharon Sholars Brown, C.G., of Jonesboro, La., who performed the 
courthouse research in Union Parish, La. 


Mrs. Hendrix is a retired pharmacist. She lives at 3 Acorn Court, Greenville 
SC 29609. 
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Pere family o® David Hendrix and his wife Margaret was an inter- 


esting one trav the point of sex distribution; seven sons were born 
resto” ey followed five daughters, From the Bible record 
wd Sy! » on Hendsix the family may be named, 


’ April 1801, near Lexington, S.C. Married Mary 
eat Lexington where they remained until after 
Mh woe having disd in 1849 Jacob decided to follow his 
‘eothers Joe! and Jahuzic! Hendrix to Mobile. How tong he stayed 
here is not known; but his son Patrick Hendrix enlisted from 
Moblle In 1861 us a Confederate soldier. Probably after the War 
between the States, Jacob joined his brother in or near DeSoto 
Mississippi. He died there in 1882, His family is also unusual, 
: on hey 100, ie: aand ons in succession, followed by three 
aughters.” His wife Mary E. Hendrix, consort of Jacob Hendrix 
is buried in St. Stephen's Cemetery, Lexington, $.C. She died 
20 November 1849, aged 52 years, 8 mo. and } day, 


HooDrae 


MHS, 


The names of al! of his sons are not remembered, but in 1850 
wile Jacob was still living in Lexington, the census return was 
as fullows, Jacob Hendrix, age 49, Robert Hendrix, age 25, oceuna- 
ion, shoemaker; Eli Hendrix, age 28; Joseph Hendrix, age 20; 
Henry Hendrix, age 17; Jane A., age 15; Anna M.B., age 13; 
Mary E., age Il. 


The letter just quoted from Hattie McRee Hendrix reveals that her 


father Patrick Henry (called Henry) Hendrix moved with his family to 
sempa, Florida, in March of 1882, shortly after the death of her grand- 
tather Tacob Hendrix. Patrick Henry married Caroline Rebecca McRee 


in 1°67, having delayed marriage until he was thirty-six years old, He 


wit 


in Septemver of 1882, just a few months after moving to Florida, 


teat q Sa ce es 
having had eleven children in fifteen years, ten of whom survived him. 


4 


2. John, second son of David and Margaret Meetze Hendrix, was born 


1S July 1803. He was the only one of David's sons who remained 
in South Carolina until his death, He married Elizabeth Sharpe 
Hook, widow of Philip Hook, and was preparing to move his family’ 
to Alabama, when he was killed by a fall from his horse near the 
Suluda river; so his family remained in South Carolina to be the 
ones {0 preserve the family records of David's family. The date 
of John's death was 14 April 1834, He left five children, Sarah 
Hendrix, b. about 1725, married Lewis Riddle; Joseph E. Hendrix 
born about 1827 (1850 census), married Catherine Rawl; John 


J, Ed Henddx, Afanuserfpt Letter from Miss Matti 

. Her , AS ! J attie McRee Hendrix, Plant 

City, Florida to Mr. Hendrix; Hatue Hendrix wus'a daught ick | 
Hendrix, youngest son of Jacab Hendrix. SP aE a eee 
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Solomon Hendrix, born 12 November 1831-died 19 October 1917, 
married Martha Ann Snellgrove; he was the father of Elien Mendrix 
who never married and to whom we are indebted for these re- 
cords;! Jane, born about 1732, married Elbert Kaminer; Henry 
Edwin, born about 1733, married Isabel-------. Elizabeth Hendrix 
is buried at Turners Landing in St. John’s Lutheran Church Ceme- 
tery: Glizabei Hendrix, born 14 February 1797-died 16 Oct. 
1883. There is a space next to this stone for another grave, but no 
stone is there; John Solomon and his wife are also buried in this 
cemetery. 


. Jeremiah, third son of David and Margaret Meetze Hendrix, was 


born 18 September, 1805. We have no further reference to hin, 
although it appears that he was living in his father's family in 1820, 
David six children living with him. 
We know that Jacob and Juhn did not leave South Carolina with 
their parents, and four daughters were born alter )820, which 
leaves six children in David's family at that date. The sexes are 
not recorded correctly in the census, but these errors were very 
common on the part of enumerators. It apnears that Jeremiah 
removed to an unknown location, or died young. 


James, fourth son of David and Margaret Meetze Hendrix was born 
17 March 1809. He married Lidia----, born about 1816 in South 
Carolina, and in the 1850 census they have seven children in their 
household; Reuben, age 16; Helter, age 14; Margaret, age !2: 
Artemesia, age 8; Asa S., age 5, Lucy, age 3;Noah, age |. James 
married for his second wife Chloe Walker on 5 January 1854. 
(Marriages, Vital records, Monroe County Courthouse, Monroe- 
ville, Alabama.) 


James Hendrix like others in the family removed to Florida some- 
time after 1854 and most likely after 1870, Miss Hattie Hendrix 
remembered this family and said that Cousin Lucy told stories of 
her grandfather David, The last time she saw him she was about 
five years old, which seems to verify his death date as 1852°, also 
he must have lived his last years in or near Monroeville, but he was 
not found in the 1850 census; he may have lived in another town 
nearby. 


Joel, the fifth son of David and Margaret Meetze Ifendrix, was born 
19 June 1811. Although he is believed to have accompanied his 
do eerie tanner neti 


1, Manuscript, 3. Ed Hendrix, Family data furnished by Miss Elfen Hendrix of 
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Lexington, S.C. 
Manuscript, 3. Ed Hendrix, Letier soso: 
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>, 
purents to Conecuh County, Alaba'ma in 1818, he is reported to 
nave learned the mercantite trade in Lexington, S.C. and to have 
been a mercham in Columbia, 5.C, in early manhood. About 1835 
he removed to Mobile, Alabama, where he married Mathie A 
Pavlor on 18 October 1640. He owned property in Mobile, but 
ts said to have sold his imerests and moved ta DeSoto Mississi Dpi 
before the Civil War, Tere he planted and developed a 300 ae 


12, Margaret Hendrix, born 15 August 1823; married Eli Hendrix, 
her cousin and son of Peter Hendrix. J. Ed Hendrix remembers 
Margaret and Eti when they lived at Mexia, Alabama, Ell was a 
. Methodist preacher; in 1850 this couple was living in Mobile i 
County, Alabama, | 


oe RT eee nee ERIE Re ening gem 


The story of Jahaziel Hendrix can be told not only from records, 


seach and fruit fi Hite wedi tes : : ; 
i arty Neue wich was destroyed during the Civil War, : but from personal knowledge. Born 8 November 1813 near the waters 
e e wpatee ev ° ‘ : _ : : , : , . 
third settles j p ane county, Florida, in 1870, becoming the : of Saluda river about seven miles northwest of Lexington village, his 
setder in Palmet _ tin at : : : re 
1 Faimetto on the north side of the Manatee river, family home was in or near the German settlement of Saxe-Gotha, 


where his maternal grandfather John Yost Meetze had established 
himself soon after the American Revolution. In this region also had 
184). killed in the Battle of Chick: settled Tobias Hendrix and his four sons and his son-in-law, Amos 
Sonteaiher ahGA: nae - ee near Chattanooga in Hendrix. David Hendrix married Margaret Meetze about 1800 and 
Meyer aN ; ene : izubeth, born 1846 - died 1850; apparently lived in his father's household in 1800. By 1810 he had 
nhy fMextey, born | 4°, married Thomas Bruce McRee in Clark : his own home, possibly on part of the paternal acres, Here his family 


~ es bee he first orange grove in that section and also started 
i Bui ee vegetable crowing for northern markets. He died 
duly 1802. He had the “ollowing children: Francis Hinry, born 


County, Mas. in 18 Wap Nias : i andres ; 
t Fae ie alas ' pau { more, barn 1852-married Mary attended St. Peter's Lutheran Church, of which his father-in-aw John 
ae ss e Be fees a Bain 1855 - died 1868; Gilbert Taylor, i Yost Meetze was pastor for many years, 

N i pe sled 1865; tock Wigfall, born 1861, married Jane § i 

Nettles.< ; ! ; 
: The fever to emigrate to new lands seemed to hit David and his 


ee Hendrix, sixth son of David and Margaret Meetze Hendrix : older brother Peter at about the same time, for they were both gone 
was born $ November 1813 and died 26 November 1896. His | from the old home between 1818 and 1820, Their nephew, Henry, son 
of John Hendrix, also removed about this time to Moarveville, 


j story will be ‘aiken up at the conclusion of the information about : i 
| his brothers and sisters. ve | where he was married to his second wife Mary C. Porter ur 5 December 
i : i ra ; aepind S12 in South 
7. Woah Hendrix, seventh o Davi 1818. His first wife, whom he had married about 1612 in South 
. da 7d 'X, .Y6) f ‘ . x = : : ‘ i ; 
was born 24S be oo ees and Margaret Meetze Hendrix, ' Carolina, died before he removed to Monroeville, leaving Jum with 
. pom: eptember 116, He is suid to have enlisted in the [ three daughters.” ; 
peminoie Wars, between 1835 - 1842, being killed or dving while 
» t 
i 


in Service. fle i ied ia the aarr > 
® Is buried in the garrison at Fort Brock, near Tampa, David Hendrix settled first near Red Level, Conecuh County, 


Flarida. He was possibly the fj ~ fami : ‘ 
newly purchased ad ae of the family to go into the ' AlJabama, where he must have had a large establishment, as he owned 
: ne ae i twelve slaves in 1820. His younger children all presumably came ty 
8. Charlotte Hendri a ! Alabama at that time with their parents. The two older boys remuined 
t endrix, born 24 Sept 1 ‘ : . F Sas 
ptember 1818, No further record, ‘ behind, Jacob to work in the store and shoe shop of his uncle John 
pe 9, Martha Hendrix, born 22 Cebru: . Meetze,; John Hendrix may have kept the old home, for he fell from 
: SON es February 1821. No further record. - his horse to his death on the lands by the Saluda river in 1834, 
10. Sarah Hendri Sanne ; : + 
4 Campbell. st aly = ai aette married a man named Little is known about the years in Conecuh County, nor exactly 
, she went to Florida about the ti 8s. about 1890; it is said that ; when David followed his brother into Monroe County, Alabama. He 
i. peqivoniie Ga. WeSata Marti on Joe! Hendrix did, but later was there in 1840 and probably died there in 1852. In the meantime, 
- » Martin’ Luther Mendrix remembered his his sons had reached man's estate and left the paternal home. We know 


aunt Sarah Campbell, : ‘ . ‘hae! 
: that James also settled in Monroe County, but Jahaz co vent to Clarke 
County, Mississippi, to a spot about seven miles from the town of 


DeSoto. His grandson, Rabertus McRee, told the writer in 1962, while 


=“ 11. Naomi Hendrix, born 15 March 1830. No further record. 


2 
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guest in Ris home, that Jahazie! had 
means ety ; : owned the farn i 2 
Where the MeRees nuw lived, near DeSoto Mcassippl mM property In a deed of property release signed by the widow and children of 
. ; Jahaziel Hendrix on 29 April 1899, those signing released their interest 
i Pe sbowes one the glace . : in th azie i i t a 
ae 3 cone the place where the old home had stood enen ; the property of Jahaziel Hendrix to their son and brother 
ve-ds fren the iesemt house, which was bulls Bo) ies ee nanany John Hendrix, for six hundred dollars; recorded 25 May 1899. Those 
endine “fe poscat house are seven huge, ald live peers : Signing were: Eugenc McRee and Delia McRee; Kate Hendrix and 
wher Doel sLOeK are mow pastured spread out fron the homies i * Luther Hendrix, Lou Buckley and George Buckley; Martha Toomer, 
the road ‘ato the © ren wis unbehevihte aaa Maen ae fb be Oe i and Thomas G. Toomer; Jou! Uendrix; Jacob Hendrix; William Hendrix; 
ea elas Soe MeN eS Narrow, dirt road winding in i and finally Harriet Hendrix, the widow, made her mark 
at eter ronele sparsely settled farm country. The | ; ; 
eG Here Set Gn the trodidon: afi s i : eer 
Po Tras Che oonter of th “tonal southern style, with a : The family Bible of Jahaziel Hendrix remained in the possession 
wry 4. Pee os ieee FRG 3A 4 j a i . - . . > , 
SOU slide a aalarsdansed with it aa and high rooms opening ; of his son John Hendrix who continued to live in the old home with 
a * . 2 4 Hog 2 os > i é ‘ . ‘ ; i 
foe,” Sinise hee aah aaa a ee conveniences. From his mother Harriet until her death in 1901; his son John inherited and 
ae 7 ust 56 >. : siete ' ‘i . 
Bore aren untiful meal ! have ever been ! sold the property for « modest amount. The Bible disappeared. 
a oe i : ‘ F ‘ 
SS". eel deel te Phe mea auare Nose G The family home stood on the sput now occupied by Vigor High 
VU Oe Vas : . : . : 
) MUNE Was got un it, A ai a ¥ : Seneca out, but the Hendrix i Schoo! in Prichard, Alabama, about a mile from the home later estab- 
! j CUES, An pare wihaitsl ha ‘ p 4 . p ; Be ace : i 
‘N50, but Tad not Rei ee ; = He iS had worked the land before lished by Luther Hendrix, Jahaziel and his wife were interred in Saw!s 
Kaight fad then hoveht the aan on the state. A man named i Cemetery near their home, but no monuments were erected. uth 
bait fect fe pce a improved land from Jahaziel, i Hendrix, daughter of Luther, said that at one time there were wooden 
abe 2 SO 3 att esa 4 + : ie 
ty Clurke County with ovo alder m ts eville E. McRee, who had come s crosses, but they were long gone by the time [ visited the spot. Several 
: a ee ‘ Webb ty Meer me phers ic ts She. 2 . - i ‘ . ' ‘ ‘ 
iuge emers of his family, ; of their children were also buried in this spot, once quiet and rural, 
» MeRees ane the Cendrixes j ; ! Dut now enveloped by the city of Prichard. In the nineteen fiftys, the 
sons ond a daus'ter of Neville Set esate several times, Two city was about to remove all vestiges of the cemetery where only one 
uadeer of Jue! Nendo th i esee mirried Hendrix cousins, the i “marker remained, when Ruth Hendrix Summersgill protested and the 
& FOC] CCN | eC duu ter alyavi i stud ok ‘ : ‘i : rs 
c tueais Mh e seein ani cs : : of Jahaziel Hendrix and the son city officials were obliged to leave the spot untouched. {tis now a 
Fahazenl were a? heen A ne 7 : 's evident that Joel, Jacob, and : small, mowed plot with city traffic passing on all sides. Plans to erect 
Yat. WORE oo dles Chuse eochey ip peepee ae = j : " 
PE ee as See im Mississippi, perhaps Jahaziel, : a large marker with the names of those buried in the cemetery was 
oe PU OT Carnes a)! tee “hae : ; : 
srt aed : ef al Joel's three hundred aere peach never realized. 
i 
f - + ° . . . 
Wile i Mieteiate 4 : Without the Bible of Jahaziel Hendrix, the birthdites of his 
Write Miissis ahavie! coin Mae & : H ; Sat . + a 
Bight oe oe Jahaziel omarcied Harrier, Ematine Hurt, i children were difficult to obtain. Census returns are aften indecurate, 
t “eosne Gige the 1 1h . . . : i ‘ . . 
in PSO ah : : Ney removed (9 Mobile County, Alabanit, tu, ; us is evident when reviewing the different revurns at ten year intervals. 
: SSE Ute y wee) Hyign | odin Cs , eae oS es ; Bs a 
Gide cme ie 5 Wu In Mobile County, near Joe! Hendrix, Ely Some enumerators were more precise than others while a lew seemed 
‘ MWGX, ING Jusenh Te i Sha Jase : : ; : - tog . f : ‘ 
ten : ee uae hie “ast two men being his cousins and ta acquire the information from one who was guessing, or did not cure 
: ava" aed HEDOCTIN, $50 Sidhacepl WT he SAS i 
Hy eWilitptae Mien ad X. a EES0 Juharrel and Harriet mating had avo : to state true ages, 
: Hiren, Lucinda, wee J years, and Joel, age l year,! : 
ee ee j By comparing the returns with such family knowledge as was 
i at Ae 2 od hpavieed? ffs : tiene > i 2 2 : e 
ve me Juhaziet Mendrix received a deed to a tract of \ available, and taking into consideration the Information given on 
et whey the ber ies ro 7 é q oo a . + 
Meaie ies ‘i oo St. Lovls tract, three miles north of Mobile, by ! such death certificates aS were obtainable, the following roster of 
fdeoo Wha Afary Miavee EATS Oe er a ‘ . . 
ee: i " Re nee : In 4 deec transfer dated 17 November 1869 children was compiled. 
ae au ee pd Jahuiel Uendrix for one hundred dollars i 
. received amatlos trrc afb ip ene tree si < : y - , : ae ; 
\ ttund from “ones H, Meaker and wife.2 ’ Harriet Hurt Hendrix was born about 1827-1828, sossiey in 
a ae nt et a nnn er ; oy ane seemed to really know her birthpla. the cos 
» bedidle ait we a . . ers , 1? 
haat . Ae ie aie ee Alabama, 1850. ‘o have Georgia, Mississippi, North uc 
: ; banty Covrtiause, Mobile, Alubama, , oo. ov. Uieiromother, While she > : 
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r S payee lye i has gatas ’ ? , 
pprcurns gave her birthplace as Alabama. She married Jahaziel Hendrix 
about Pou in Mississippi as is presumed. 


called Lu, bore 1847, marned George Buckley, They had 


ay ba Gauphter, 


Tale Balad \ ae : 
vue. cahed Foe, bom 189 died unmarried 2 April 1913, 


4. Murtha, born 29 Muy 1452 


at Turnerville (Prichard): nyarei 
M be a); marrie 
Fhomas Toomer : aaa 


op 1 tip 46 | hh, re ™ 
une dted 26 July t932) They had one son, 


fA, Jovassien, called Cassie, bom about S54, marred Neville McRee. 
Jt. son OF Neville EL MeRee, who lived on the old homestead nen 
DeSoto, Mississinpi, She died there 20 April 1893. Hey sor, 
MeRee received the Property by inheritance and/or 
OM Nts many brothers aad sisters, by three wives of 
eRee, drwho had fourteen chindren, 


Rober tuys 


5. ae Annie, UGh about L656 ut Parnerville, married Eugene 
McRee, son o! Ihson MeRee, and a penhew ot Neville MeRee. Jy 
aved on Turner Road, betwee ‘Turnerville (Prichard) and 

vt, Where she Gied 16 March 1O2UL Mer children were ibd 4 
Mekee, married Pauline or Polly Jenson Lenics MeRve, una ed, 
and "stelle, niarried Joba Finch, Se 


5. Wilham,” at 1258 at T vi i 
as born about 1353 at Yurneville, died 10 October 1910 
unmarried, 


7a t p . f : = 
7, ae June, 1860, lived in Jahasiel's ald home, and married 
. tg oy . : : 
Satah McGee. lhey had one son, John Jr, who died unmarried. 


8. Jacob, bon S July )°63> at T ih i j 
a , s ty 1863, at Tumerville, died unmarried 7? July, 


C Aran @ " 5 
). al Luther, called Luther, born 15 August 1869, married Kate 
. . + 4 . u 
Wihon Smith on 26 Vebruary 1892 and died 20 July 1913 


Martin Luther Hendrix acquired 
Turner Rouwd, be T : 
i MOU, DelWween Turne . ee Priel P . : 
Nabil cuntg. Geka Euge nu Prichard, and Whistler, in 
yimetic Seunty On this land less than a mi ve (3 
Helluva Fait tthe nya me ‘ aii from his father's home, 
A Hiway stay Mies Vaiss ort te 1 fA eevee thy anne ith ¢ ide 
each site, The actosh auth [ae Vere end a TRAN Shy ilh a wide 
ch stue. The actual wark of Duling wie Wane by ratty hi 
a td lila 


about eleven acres of land on 


67 


dean cee ene arron, emt eG UNI RAPE Ee 
Sean tay 


i brothers, for all were skilled at carpentry, It was completed at jams 
; 1896 and there Luther and his wife Kate spent the remainder of Mad 
j lives. Their daughter Ruth took over the home after the early devtiss 


of her parents, made a home for her brothers, and lived all her Nite, 
except for a year or two early in her marriage, in this house. Kete 
Hendrix died in February or March 1913 of tuberculosis; no record 
of her death has been found, either at the Vital Records Burena of 
Mobile County or at the State Archives in Montgomery. Her children, 
being young, do not remember the exact date. 


Martin Luther died the same year, 20 Suly £913, leaving tour 
} children, the oldest eighteen years old. Viis death certificate says ie 

died of uremia; his daughter said he had a stroke and ulcers on tus 
d legs, which leads one to think of diabetes, which bas appeared is. One 
of his grandsons. He worked in the railroad shops at Whistler we © ue 
was struck by lightening in the early nineteen hundreds. After tis 
misfortune he gradually lost the use of itis legs, always walking with 
the aid of a staff. Ie became a gardener, raising vegetables Sur the 
local market. Tliere wus never a mortgupe on his home during his 
lifetime. Luther and his wife Kate were buried in Rawls cemetery 
beside his parents; all trace of their graves is now obliterated. 


Their first child, Sarai Frances, was born in the horne of he: 
; grandparents on 22 February 1893;she cied 25 July 1893! 
i 
2. Ruth Lee, their second daughter, was born 21 February 1895 


: and died 13 February 1970. She attended local schovis antil 
the age of fourteen, when she had to give up her dream of attend- 
ing high school and remain at home to help her ailing mother, 
After the death of her parents, she kept the home together with 
the aid of her mother's brother, uncle Jim Smith, [fe fived with 
the family most of the time. Ruth married Hanson Rexford 
Summersgill 19 August 1914.2 


Their children: 


a. Mary Katherine Summerspill, born 15 October 1915 - died 
10 May 1918, 


: b. Ruth LaDelle Summersgill, born 20 September 1917; inarried 
: Alfred Dailey Wilber, Jr. !9 June 1938. He was burn 30 June 
: 1913. Five children - Ruth Labelle, Diana Dale, Alfred David, 

Harry Lee, and Samuel Michuel Wilber, Ruth LaDelle 


4, Tp Salih Egy; Eiele, in yo seosion of .R, Summersgilf, Jr. 


SORES paneer. on of te B, Summersell!, fr, 
Ou 
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father born S.C., Mother born S.C. 

Cusherine R. Smith - 66- wife - S.C. 
‘ather born Va., Mother born Va, 

Ge oiunie A. Snath - 27. daughter - Ala, 
Porher horn N.C. Mother born S.C. 

Mic cae Weliom = Pf. prand son - bor Miss. 
Marco oes Ala, Mother burn Tenn, 


! 


atape (9 Denes A, Rovers, 


fa 


& 


UO STES “al ' . 7 aby: i 
sus, Cathoun County, Alabama, Beat !2, Dartsville; enumerated 


t, 


© June 1880. (Calhoun County was formerly Benton County) 


Tarnes BL Smith -4&- farmer - burn S.C. 
iatser born N.C | tother burn S.C. 
Fannie A South - ave 32 - born Ala. 
father born S.C.. Mother born Ala. 
Natie Wo ave $O- daughter - born Ala. 
ftoer born S.C, Mother born Ala. 
&- sant + born Ala. 
hor S.C, Mother burn Afs. 
-son- bor Als, 
: ther born S.C., Mother born Ala. 
Willtam .sar- burn Ate, 


hther born S.C., Mother born A’a. 


Joho Ble: 


e 
< 


Justth + ate 


The births es recorded in the Bible of James 9. Smith are as 
follows; 
comes EB. Smith- bom 9 June 1831! 
Vranees A. Rovers - bom 29 Vay 1845 
Married 57 September !865 


Get - born 8/1S/1R6X - died 71 S/PRO8, Oxford, Ala. 
stherine (Kate! Wesan Specs. barn '27/'470 » died 3/1913 

Whistler, a, marted “aron Lather fendrix 2/26/1892 ; 

Soha Burrell Smith = born 4/24/1872, ‘extord, Ala. - died at 
Whistler, Ada. 

Josiah Ropers Smith - born 6/22/2874, Oxtord, Ala. - died 
MUPVOLE Whistle Mt ree Lithe 

rather Leander Sylvestes Sie 
died 7/22/1876, Gaturc, ‘a. 

Infant - bom 9/11/1877 - died Of1 1/1877, 


“ ’ 
t 


Can ante 
Ong, 


8/1875, Oxford, Ala. 


hom part 


2 diacves Thompson Smith - bors, 6/9/4880 


Macrica Mes. Shannan (ne Children) 


oy 


oY 


x 


famnes 1! Smith sectled ay Calhoun County, Alabama, after his 
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It will be noted that the infant called William in the Census of 
1880 was renamed James Thompson Smith. At the time of the census 
enumeration he was eight days old. James B, Smith died at Oxford, Ala. 
8 January 1883, leaving his wife and four living children, At an 
unknown date she came to Whistler, Ala, where her sister Amanda Fitz- 
gerald was living; It was said that her sons sought employment in the 
railroad shops, so the date of coming to Whistler may have been about 
1888, John Burrell (which | suspect should have been spelled '' Burwell” 
in the Bible) died as a young man, some say by his own hand because of 
a love affair. James Thompson Smith married late in fife; after the 
death of his sister Kate and her husband M.L. Hendrix, he lived much 
of the time in the home of his niece and nephews. Josiah or Joe Smith 
lived nearby on Turner Road. Frances Rogers Smith died 30 Dec. 1891 
near Whistler, Ala. She and her sons John Burrell, Josiah, and daughter 
Kate are all buried in Rawls Cemetery, now completely obliterated. 
Only wooden crosses marked the graves and time caused their dis- 
appearance. The city of Prichard was about to allow the smal] cemetery 
to be used for building purposes, when a protest by Ruth Hendrix Sum- 
mersgiil prevented the destruction of the site. Today it is a neatly 
mowed spot within the City of Prichard. 


A story recounted to me many years ago concerned Grandma 
Smith. I supposed the reference was to Frances Rogers Smith. It was 
to the effect that Grandma Smith was disinherited by her wealthy 
family because she married beneath her. Resezrch in possible Rogers 
lines failed ta disclose the story. 


Lon Smith had thought that his grandmother's maiden name was 
Boller, Research here Jed me down many fruitless paths, Finally, while 
researching at the State Archives in Montgomery, Aia., trying to find 
out more about John Smith, a will was discovered, written by Susannah 
Sozeman 3 September 1845. She mentioned her daughter Catherine /. 
Smith, wife of John Smith of Benton County, State of Alabama. An 
immediate search in the 1880 Census for Renton County, Alabama, 
seveuled John and Catherine and their four children, with names und 
dates corresponding to the family Bible. The will of Susannah Bozeman 
confirmed the disinheritance, but showed {hat it was the grandmother 
of Kate Wilson Smith who was cisinherited, Catherine %. Bozemar. 
Smith. 


Wills of Abbeville County, §.C., 1439-1855 - p, 262. (State Archives, 
Columbia) Alabama Records, Vol. &4, compiled by Jones and Gandred, 
fArchives, Montgomery) in the meme of God, Amen, 1 Susannah 
gozeman, being of sound mind and Jisposing memery do ordain this 
my Jast will and testament, to wit fen: ‘o> J sive and bequeath te 


42 
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To: "CIVIL-WAR genealogy fist* <CiVILWAR@rmgate.pop.indiana.edu> 
Subject: The Cherished Letters 
Date sent: Tue, 25 Apr 1997 61:49:46 -3405 


Send repiy io: CIVIL-WARGiimngaie. pop. indiana.edu 
IN THE SOUTH 


HENDRICKS - the name is Duich and may be spelied Hendrik, Hendrix, Hendrick. 
James Hendricks and his wife Jane ianded at Jamesiown, VA from Holland. 
The First Generation in America. By ihe Fourtn Generation, Thomas Wayman 
Hendricks was bom Jun 25, 1835, died Feb 8, 1865. He married Dec 18, 1856 
fo Eliza Jane Deaver (1840-1812). He had children: Benjamin Frankin, 

Mary, Martha, Eliza , and Thomas. 

David Hendricks, ihe original Hendricks io come io Biount Co. settled in 
Biounisviiie, AL in the late eighteen thirites or early forties. He came 

from Pickens Co. SC, and had a large family. tis the general belief that 

ihe early Hendricks were Methodist. They were pious, upright citizens. 

They were not slave owners, bul some of them had a house servant or two. 
Thomas Wayman Hendricks is the writer of the Cherished Letters. He had 
brothers, David Addison (was a Methodist minisier}, Lemuel Levert (died of 
fever in the fenches near Murphreesboro, TN during the War), Lihugh (died 

of TB), James (died in young manhood), and sisters Sarah (died when a 
baby) and Jane (died when smail). 

Thomas Wayman Hendricks entered the Civil War on August 19, 1862. He was 4 
volunteer and fought nobiy for the Southiand until he was killed by ine 
Yankees, Feb 8, 1865. He was a cavairyman in Company B, 12ih Alabama 
Regiment, with his cousin, Jchn David Hendricks as his lieutenant and Mr. 
Augustus (Gus) Ingram as his captain. He was in General Wheeier’s Army. 
He was shot by ine Yankees while on scout duty at Poie Cat, South Carolina, 
near Savannah, GA. He was sent out on scout duty by Sergeant Levi 
Stephens, who took charge of Lieutenant Hendricks men, when ne Hendricks 
and some of his men were cut off from the main army for a day or two. Mr. 
George Ciowdus, a cousin of Thomas Hendricks’ wife, was with him when he 
was Killed and related the incident leading to his death. 

He said the littie scouting party ran inio the Yankees before realizing 

thai the Yankees were so near. They ran from the Yankees down a long, 
sandy road, on each side of which were thick, scrubby, black jack oak frees 
and bushes, which made taking to the woods difficull. The sandy road 

siowed ihe horses ierribly, oui Thomas’ horse was making good progress. 

Mr. Ciowdus’ horse was rapidly losing ground when Thomas called back, “Take 
ic the woods George, take io ine woods,” but his horse would not go through 
the scrubby oaks, so Mr. Clowdus waved a white handkerchief, but the 
oncoming Yankees shot him anyway. He lay on ihe ground until moming, ihen 
he crawled down the road a short distance where he found Thomas Hendricks’ 
bpudy. The Yankees had killed him and completely rifled his pockets. 

Li. John David Hendricks was teiribly hurt over Thomas’ death. He said he 
would never have sent the men out on a scouting expedition if he had been 
with ihem. 

Jane Deaver Hendricks was 4 noble, Chiisiian iady. Meek, modest, 
unassuming, yet strong in purpose, determination and convictions of righi, 

she walked steadily and firmiy, under her heavy cross of widowhoad, 

through the dark days of Reconstruction, and the years inai followed 
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There were no words of self nity or complaint, rather there was humble 
submissiveness to God's will and cheerful following of His further 

guidance. When on furlough once, Thomas had sold their farm and bargained 
for another near his father and mother to protect his family, but when he 

wenit fo close the deai for ine farm he wished ic buy, ihe owner decided not 

to sell. Greatly disappointed, he had to return to the army before 

iccating another desirabie farm. Jane kept the Confederate money for whicn 
their farm said until the war ended, hoping that her husband could come 


home and select a good farm. Vvhen the war ended the money was worihiess. 


Her brothers wanied fo give her some jand adjoining their iand on the 
Warrior River, which was a part of the Beaver estate. it was on this iand 
near the present town of Locust Fork in Biount county thai she reared her 
family. 

Her son Franklin was plowing ai nine years of age. He was unusually 
dependabie as he grew up and assumed his duties and responsibilities 
manfully. He loved his horses and gave them ihe best of care. Their home 
was a4 verilabie beehive of industry. Spinning, weaving, sewing and 

knitting were daily aciivities, anc many yards of cioth came from their 

foom including double woven counterpanes, coveriets, and biankets. They 
wove ihe cioth for nearly ail of their clothes. There were many pretty 

quilts too. Saturdays were very busy days. There were wooden pails, 
piggins, irays, churns and fioors to be scrubbed with white sand, yards to 
be swept and baking for Sunday io be done. There was much hard work, too 
hard for young shoulders, but no shoulders ever carried their ioads more 
courageously, more duiifully, or more willingly than did these four 

children. Despite their tragic loss and the hard work which was their fot 

in life, there existed a joyous peace and happiness in their home that was 
seidom equaled. 

Many fine peopie enjoyed the hospitality for which their nome was noted. 
They were ali regular atiendanis of iheir church, Cumberland Presbyterian 
services, as well as the services of ciher nearby churches. The jour 
children grew inio fine, Christian young people, whose friends and 
associates were numbered with the best peopie of the county. From among 
these friends they seiected their life companions and established four 
Christian homes. 

The DEAVER genealogy has been hard to trace. The name, | believe, is 
Dutch. Matthew Deaver, bom Jan 16, 1781, d. 1847. He mairied in 1808 
Sheba Geaver (1784-1882). WMatinew Deaver and his wife Sheba, once lived 
in the cédar log house that now stands near the highway ai Armstead. 
Asmstead is a station on the Louisvilie and Nashville railroad, two or 

three miles south of Chepultepec. | believe that Curnberiand Presbyterian 
church services were held in their home while living in this house. They 

were bapiized in ihe branch, a few feet below the large spring on ihe Jonn 
Hendricks farm, which is a mile southwest of the present town of Aligood, 
Aiabama. They waded into the branch, hand in hand, knelt and the preacher 
poured the waier on their heads. The farm on which this spring is located 

was owned by my grandmother Annsirong’s faifer, ai ihe time of the above 
mentioned baptismal service, and grandmother was present ai the service. 
She repeaied ihe story io me several times. 

Maithew Deaver was killed by a falling limb. His skull was fractured. His 

son, Wilson, sent a slave on horse back to Elyion, Alabama, for Dr. Smith, 
who was the nearest doctor. Wilson B. Deaver was a wealthy siave and iand 
owner. He owned ihe land where the town of Oneonta in Biount Co. AL is now 
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Fast 


located. He owned a large tact of land near and including Si Clair 
springs in St. Clair Co. AL. He was building the St. Clair Springs into a 
health resori. 

He owned 4 Sidfe and tah yard, both of which were robbed mariy mes by 
the Tories (Northern sympathizers). They also robbed his home of beds, 
piliows, quilis, blankets, saddles and many other things. He was shot by 
the Tories as he stood at his front gate one day during the Civil War. They 
were hidden in the woods near his home. He fived about four years after he 
was shot, but never fully recovered from the wound. 

Wiison Deaver was a scidier in the Mexican Var. Later he was the cause of 
a post office being established which he named Chepultepec for a town in 
Mexico. The post office sifii functions in Biount County. He was ihe 
owner of about eighty siaves at one time. He bought Jack Staton, a fine 
negro, from his father-in-law, George D. Staton, just before the Civil War 
for $2,000. He did not change the negro’s name. After the war Jack Staton 
Was @ weil to-do and well known negro to the people of Oneonta, Alabama. 
His wife was the Staton cook during slavery days. The relationship between 
Wiison Deaver and his slaves was decidedly praiseworthy. He treated them 
with great kindness, they in turn loved and respected him. He whipped his 
snoe maker once for discheying him. By his disobediance the siave ruined 
some very fine feather. The whipping was such an unusual eveni thai ihe 
children, both white and diack, were so frightened that they aii ran and hid. 
Wilson B. Deaver’s most outstanding attribute was his Christian life. As a 
Cumberland Presbyterian minister he was a power for good and the cause of 
Christ. Mary Staton Deaver, Wilson's wife, was a very capable Christian 
lady. She managed the affairs of her home and large family most 
efficienily. She experily supervised ihe work, as well as the health and 
weil being of the negro women and children on the plantation. Her father 
was George D. Staton, bom in Richmond, Virginia, in 1775, he died in 1866. 
He married Nancy Wilkshire (also spelied Wilcher and Wilkins) whose father 
owned ihe iand on which McMinville, TN is now built. The Statons were 
irish, but | am not sure that the first Statons in America came directly 
from ireland. 
Joseph Staton was possibly our immigrant ancester. He tanded in Somerset 
County, MD in August 1666, and moved later fo Accomac Co. VA. Mary 
“Polly” Staton mairied Wilson B. Deaver, and they were Eliza Jane Deaver 
Hendricks’ parents. 
My mother, Mary Hendricks Armsirong, often spoke of her girlhood days, her 
home, her people, whom she loved devotedly and her friends. She liked to 
taik about her grandfather and grandmoiher, Moses and Martha Hendricks, 
whom she remembered very well. She ioved her grandfather dearly for his 
gentle, kindly disposition and his kindness to her. Her grandfaiher was a 
farmer, carpenter and cabinet maker. Mother loved io piay in his shop. 
She lixed io cover her hair and dress with the curled shavings thai fell 
from nis plane. One day after bedecking herself as thoroughiy as possible 
with ihe shavings, she stepped out of the shop, which stood by the side of 
the road, just as a man camie riding by. His horse became so frightened at 
her, that he would noi pass the shop uniii her grandfather carried her, a 
badly scared fitte girl, back into the building. He told her to never do 
that again. 
Mother remembered that her grand-parents often visited her mother and aided 
her in every way possibie during the war. Mother remembered seeing her 
father vaguely, one time. He came home from the army on furiough, arriving 
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ainight. The children were all in bed asieep. He aroused them aii with 

hugs and kisses and they all sat on his fap for awhile. Mother thougni ner 
grandmother Deaver was an unusually good lady. She couid remember very 
littie about her grandfather Deaver. Mother very often spoke of having so 
much fun at home. She said every member of the family worked hard, but 
they aii had much whoiesome fun. 


THE CHERISHEG LETTERS 
THE GHERISHED LETTERS 


Calhoun County, Camp Hunley, 
Calhoun County, Camp riuniey, 
September 18th, 1862 
Wirs. &. J. Hendricks, 
Kind and Affectionate Wife: 


it is with pleasure inis evening that i answer your very kind ietter 
seni by J.D. | was very glad to heare from you that you and the children 
were ail better. i hope by this time you aii are sound and weil. You 
cannot imagine how bad i want to see you aii. it seems like i have been 
from home a month. But i must teli you something about the times here. i 
tell you we have aii been mad since we came here. Col. Hunley in his 
report to the war department reported me, J.D. & some 20 others in other 
companies in this Battalion. 


But the most of us nave been changed back, j told Capi. ingram if ne 
did not get me back | would go home at fhe risk of my life. | tell you 
Jane, | never was so mad in my fife. it was a general complaint but the 
boys are getting some whai caim. My mess are ail in Capt. ingram’s Go. 
together, except H. Chany. He is in Capt. Horion’s Co. | and my mess will 
siick together, let come what will, i think though aii will be quiet ina 
jew days. Our mess are ail satisfied, | believe. i expect Wm. Sieei wili 
take Chany's place in our mess. | have been very harty since t have been 
here. | have been weil aii the time & you had beiter believe thai | made 
those poiatces get away thai you sent io me by J.D. They were so goad & nice. 


Jane, i cannot describe how bad | wani io see you and my iiitie 
children, Fa & Ma, B.A. & family and in fact aii in the neighborhood, but i 
must teil you i expeci if i keep my neaith it will De monins firsi. Coi. 
Major Hunley said this evening we would ieave here next Saturday moming at 
& O'clock for Knoxville, TN. | expeci furiougns will be very nard to get 
Chariey stands it fine. The horses were ali valued today. | believe 
Charney was valued to $200. We have a nice place to camp. We are at a 
camp ground. We stay under the arber. We have fine water and pienty of 
it. {was sorry to here of my muies jumping in peopies com. You dun 
just right when you put them up. | don't wani them to pester anybodys 
stuff. if you can't get $226 or $225, just keep them. Jane feed them 
shoats well and try io make your meat out of them and ihai oid sow. i know 
you will iake the best care you can of what litle we have got. | wii 
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draw no money here. They say we will get it at Knoxville. There are about 
five companies here. Tell Pa t can make out without him trying to bring 
provisions fo me so far. As for my fodder | know Pa will do ali he can and 
Jane | want you to pay him for his labour and trouble. We never can know 
how much he and Ma have done for us. | want them repaid. 


Friday Moming, 19th: 

- all well this morning. Our neighbor boys are all right this moming. | 

have as much baggage as Charley aught to carry. | expect you had better 
write as soon as you get this unless you want for me to wait again, but if 
you write as soon as you get this, direct your jetter to Knoxville, TN. 


i do noi know how long we will stay there. | do not know whether we will 
go by where L.L. is or noi. | hope we will have to go that way. i have 
not heard from him since he jefi home. 


TW. Hendricks 


jbass@digital net 

216 Beach Park Lane 

Cape Canaveral, FL 32920-5003 

LINDSAY and HARRISGN Mail List 

Home of The *HARRISON* Repository 

URL: hitp:/Avww.uckhsc.edu/-+rbonner 

Data Managed by Becky Bass Bonner and Josephine Lindsay Bass 
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THE COMMERCIAL DISPATCH, COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPP 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 13, 1978 
z= . : w 
PAGE FOURTEEN SECTION ONE 


GENEALOGY 
And Local History 


By BETTY WOOD THOMAS 
Certified Genealogist 

When one travels the “Path of 
Memories’ there are always some 
moments that are recalled with pleasure. 
There was one such moment on our re- 
cent trip we would like to share with all of 
the people who made it passible. 

To your scribe the only way to travel is 
by train. About an hour before we were to 
: arrive in Atlanta we went to the Dome 

Car to abserve the beauty of riding 

through the wooded hill lands. As we 

entered the car the conductor was talking 

; with two men about the United States in 

general and some of the people he had 

met in the various sections of tie country. 

The travelers were inquiring about the 
different places in the South. 

The conductor announced, ‘The’ 
friendliest people in the entire country 
are in Columbus, Miss. When they meet 
you on the street they will speak to your 
and they do not want any money. Now, if 
that happened to you in (name of place 
withheld) you would know they wanted 
money.” 

Oh, what a joy to hear the mention of 
the ole hometown. As we were leaving the 
car, we thanked the conductor for his 
kind words and explained we were from 
Columbus. To whieh he turned ta the 
travelers and said, ‘See, I told you they 
are friendly people.” 


ae, POD os 
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“The Genealogical Helper’ is a 
magazine devoted to “helping more peo- 
ple find more genealogy.”’ It has the’, 
largest circulation of any genealogical 
magazine. In its current issue is an an- - 
nouncement about this column and it is 
stated in the column we have a national 
circulation. Over the past few weeks we 
have received mail from 14 states asking 
for assistance in finding. missing 
ancestors in Mississippi. 

Mrs. Cecil R. Ketchun, Route 1 Box K, 
Biggs, CA 95917, is seeking information 
about JAMES WILLIAM KELLUM, born 
July 4, 1826. He does not appear to have 
been related to any of the other Kellam 
families in the 1830 census of Mississippi. 
He was in Henderson County, Tenn. at the 
time of the 1850 census. Can anyone help 

| the lady? 

i HENDRICK FAMILY (Cont.) 
Bernard G. Hendrick Jr., son.of Ber- 
nard G. and Lucy ¢) Hendrick, born Feb: ~ 
22, 1817, Virginia, died Dec. 3, 1898, 
Lowndes County, Miss., married (1) Dee... 
28, 1843 Julia A. Dowsing, daughter of 
William and Catherine ( ) Dowsing, born 
March 2, 1824, died Nov. 23, 1859; (2) Jan. 
3. 1861 Adaline Marshall, born Nov. 14, ! 

1832, died Oct. 18, 1870. 

In 1850 Adaline Marshall was a student 
atthe T. M. Institute in Columbus. 

Bernard and Julie (Dowsing) Hen- 
drick’s children: William B., born April 9, 
1846, died Aug. 4, 1898; Caroline, born 
Feb. 2,1849, died April 9, 1858; Julia, born 
1851; Robert, born 1853; Samuel, born 
1856; and Thomas..born 1859. It is not 
known if there were any children of the 
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second marriage. ; 

In 1850 Bernard, Julia and their 
children were living with her parents. In 
1860 Lucy ( ) Hendrick was. living with 
her son and his children. 

Lucy Virginia Hendrick, daughter of 
Bernard G. and Lucy (:) Hendrick, born 
1818, Virginia, died Aug. 26, 1849, Nox- 
ubee County, Miss., married (1) April 6, 

1837 Samuel H. Bryn: (2) June, 16, 1840 
Nathaniel Barnett. Children: First mar- 
Tiage (surname Byrn)--Bettie Samuel, 
born 1838; second Marriage (surname 
Barnett)-Eliza A., born 1841; Martha 
Virginia, born 1843; Daniel, born 1845: 
and Lucy, born 1847. + 

In the 1850 census Bettie Samuel Byrn, 
‘daughter of Samuel H. and Lucy (Hen- 
drick) Byrn, was recorded ‘in the 
household of her step-father, Nathaniel 
Barnett and his wife who was Bettie’s 
aunt. Bettie was listed as “Elizabeth B. 
Barnett.”" Anyone researching this ligé. 

' should look for her as a “Byrn” and asa 
“Barnett.” ae 

It appears Nathaniel’s first wife died 
leaving him with a son, Charles, borg, 
1837. In 1840 Nathaniel married for the seri 
cond time and had four children before” 
his second wife diec Aug. 26, 1849. It must, 
have been difficult for him to raise five, 
small children of his own and the child of” 
his sec:.nd wife by ter first husband. One- 
can ur ‘erstand why he married for the: 
third time exactly t ree months after the? 
death of his second wife. He choose for.: 
his third wife an aunt of five of the: 
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Sarah B, Hendrick, daughter of Bers? 
nard G. and Lucy ( ) Hendrick, marriet; 
April 14, 1846 Edward R. Neilson, son 6f* 
William W. Neilson. Sarah is another af 
the Hendricks of whom very little is? 
known. We are interested in knowigg 
more about her. ae 

Amanda Hendrick, daughter of Bers: 
nard G. and Lucy ( } Hendrick, died Aug... 
23, 1849, married March 2, 1845 Oscar TL 
Keeler. She joined the Methodist Churet: 
on May 14, 1848. 

It appears she did not have ay: 
children because she predeceased her:: 
father and he did not name any grand- 
children to receive Amanda’s share of his. 
estate. He named the children. of’ 
Prudence and.Lucy to receive their? 
mothers’ share of his estate. There were. 
not any children with Osacar T. Keeler in’; 
the 1860 census’who could have been born 
to the first marriage.: 

Eliza D. Hendrick, daughter of Bernard 
G. and Lucy ( ) Hendrick, born 1826, Va. na 
married May 9, 1850 Oscar T. Keeler, - : 
widower of her sister, Amanda. He was- 
born 1824; New York. Children: Ella, 
born 1852; Ida, born 1853; Effie, born 
1857; Willie, born 1858; and Florence, 
born 1860. 

Oscar was a merchant. In 1860 he own- 
ed $5,000 in personal property and $25,000 
in rea! property. His estate was left to his 
widow for her to care for their children as 
she saw fit. 
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